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Volume  1.  Number  7. 

James  Conner;  His  Book  and  Tokens,  with  Some  Remarks 
on  His  Contemporaries  and  Successors. 

We  often  hear  coin  collectors  speak  of  “Conder”  tokens,  but 
many  are  not  sure  just  what  this  term  means.  Inquiry  among  the 
older  collectors  will  bring  forth  the  information  that  in  the  eight- 
eenth century  an  extensive  series  of  tokens  appeared  in  the  British 
Isles,  that  a man  named  Conder  made  and  published  a list  of  them, 
and,  that  the  list  is  obsolete  having  been  superseded  by  much  more 
complete  and  accurate  lists  by  writers  in  recent  time.  This  expla- 
nation is  not  altogether  satisfying  and  has  prompted  the  present 
paper  which  will  attempt  to  set  forth  more  about  this  man  and  the 
tokens  which  he  listed. 

These  tokens,  like  many  other  similar  series,  came  about  because 
of  a scarcity  of  small  change  for  the  everyday  transactions  of  mer- 
cantile business  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Up  until  the  year 
1775,  in  the  reign  of  George  III,  there  had  been  scant  issues  of 
coins  of  small  denominations  beginning  with  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  In  that  year  the  regal  coinage  ceased  with  the  result  that  coin 
for  small  transactions  became  scarce.  A decade  later,  in  1787,  the 
Parys  Mines  Company  issued  the  Anglesea  penny  which  was  soon 
followed  by  a halfpenny  token.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a flood 
of  tokens  that  continued  unabated  for  ten  years  only  to  be  partly 
checked  in  1797  when  the  government  issued  large  two-penny  and 
one-pennv  copper  pieces  which  were  the  product  of  the  Soho  works 
of  Bolton  and  Company  in  Birmingham.  After  this  the  issues  of 
copper  tokens  became  fewer  until  about  1807  when  a new  shortage 
of  small  coin  was  the  cause  of  another  series  of  tokens. 
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The  tokens  of  the  eighteenth  century  divide  into  four  fairly  well 
defined  groups.  First,  there  were  genuine  pieces  struck  by  trades- 
men with  a view  to  helping  trade.  These  were  issued  by  merchants 
and  shopkeepers  and  usually  carried  the  name  and  address  of  the 
issuer  and  a promise  to  pay  on  demaud  the  current  value  of  the 
piece.  Such  pieces  make  up  the  genuine  token  coinage  for  com- 
mercial use. 

The  appearance  of  these  tokens  in  quantity  and  from  many  issuers 
and  localities  resulted  in  persons  collecting  them.  The  activities 
of  collectors  gave  rise  to  the  second  group  of  tokens.  These  were 
private  tokens  having  much  the  appearance  of  the  commercial 
tokens.  The  issuer  was,  in  most  cases,  a token-collector  who  had 
only  a very  small  number  struck  and  these  often  in  a variety  of 
metals.  Such  rare  tokens  were  exchanged  for  similar  rare  pieces 
issued  by  other  collectors.  Many  of  these  were  fine  examples  of 
the  art  of  engraving. 

The  practice  of  collecting  tokens  also  caused  the  appearance  of 
the  third  group  of  tokens.  These  pieces  were  struck  for  sale  to 
collectors.  The  token  manufacturers  soon  sensed  a possible  de- 
mand for  more  varieties  to  be  collected  and  proceeded  to  make 
tokens  for  the  sole  purpose  of  selling  them  to  such  persons.  Fre- 
quently these  pieces  bear  fictitious  names  of  towns  and  issuers. 
The  workmanship  is  generally  good. 

And,  lastly,  there  occured  tokens  bearing  neither  the  name  of  an 
issuer  nor  the  name  of  a town.  These  were  produced  in  large 
quantities  by  the  manufacturers  and  sold  by  weight  to  whoever 
might  buy.  Generally,  the  workmanship  was  only  fair.  They 
were  usually  lighter  in  weight  than  the  genuine  tokens  issued  for 
trade  which  insured  a good  profit  to  the  purchaser  who  circulated 
them  as  money. 

With  this  background,  we  can  turn  to  the  subject  of  this  paper, 
James  Conder,  who  was  the  youngest  son  of  John  Conder,  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Meeting  of  Protestant  Dissenters,  on  the 
Pavement,  Moorflelds,  London,  and  divinity  tutor  in  the  Dissenting 


NUMISMA 


115 


Academv  at  Homerton.  He  was  born  in  1763  at  Mile  End  and  edu- 
•/ 

cated  in  the  Dissenting  School  at  Ware  in  Hertfordshire,  an  estab- 
lishment under  the  superintendence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  French,  a 
minister  of  the  Unitarian  persuasion.  For  many  years,  James 
Conder  conducted  a haberdashery  at  Ipswich,  in  Suffolk,  where  he 
died  22  March  1823.  He  was  much  interested  in  antiquities  and 
gathered  together  an  extensive  numismatic  collection  which  includ- 
ed an  outstanding  series  of  eighteenth  century  tokens. 

At  one  time,  he  contemplated  publishing  a history  of  the  Dissent- 
ing Establishments  in  Suffolk  but  never  accomplished  it.  He  turned 
his  efforts  to  the  subject  of  his  collection  and  produced  the  wrork 
on  which  his  lasting  fame  depends.  His  book  appeared  in  1798 
and  became,  for  nearly  a hundred  years,  the  best  and  most  com- 
plete authority  on  the  eighteenth  century  tokens.  Today,  his  book 
stands  as  a workable  volume  and,  for  the  collector  who  does  not 
care  to  bother  extensively  with  die  varieties,  is  still  to  be  preferred 
to  the  works  of  the  past  half-century  which  list  many  edge  and 
die-varieties. 

There  are  at  least  three  editions  of  Conder’s  work.  The  first,  a 
Mnall  quarto,  by  some,  described  as  a large  paper  edition,  has  the 
following  title  page : 

An  | Arrangement  ] of  | Provincial  Coins,  Tokens, 
and  Medallets,  J issued  in  j GREAT  BRITAIN,  IRE- 
LAND, and  the  COLONIES,  J within  the  last  twen- 
ty years;  | FROM  THE  FARTHING  TO  THE  PENNY 

SIZE.  | | By  JAMES  CONDER  | I “It  is 

certain  that  Medals  give  a very  Great  Light  to  His- 
tory.” | Addison.  | | I P S W I C H : | Printed 

and  Sold  by  George  Jermyn.  | sold  also  by  t.  con- 
DKR,  NO.  30,  BUCKLERSBURY  ; AND  II.  YOUNG.  | NO.  10, 
TAVISTOCK  STREET,  LONDON.  | 1 7 9 8 
There  is  also  a large  paper  edition  in  two  volumes  printed  on  one 
side  of  the  paper  only,  the  second  volume  being  dated  1799.  The 
work  also  occurs  as  a single  volume,  small  octavo,  with  dates,  1798 


116 


NUMISMA 


and  1799.  The  British  Museum  has  what  is  probably  the  most  in- 
teresting copy  of  this  book.  It  is  the  first  edition,  interleaved 
with  engraved  specimens  and  copious  manuscript  notes  written  by 

H.  Young,  a dealer  in  coins  located  at  18,  Ludgate  Street,  London. 
In  addition  to  being  an  antiquary,  collector  and  author,  James 

Conder  was  also  an  issuer  of  tokens.  His  pieces  fall  rather  defi- 
nitely into  our  first  two  groups  with  a possibility  that  the  last  two 
penny  tokens  listed  may  belong  in  either  the  third  or  fourth  group. 
That  Conder  included  them  in  his  work  would  indicate  that,  per- 
haps, they  had  his  sponsership.  The  following  list  and  description 
are  from  the  author’s  work.  The  notes  are  from  various  sources. 

Penny  Tokens. 

I.  o.  Bust  to  left,  in  a cap,  with  a small  tassel  or  button  on  top, 

small  cypher  im  under  the  bust.  CARDINAL  WOLSEY 
BORN  AT  IPSh  . 1471 

r.  View  of  an  ancient  gateway.  JAS.  CONDER  . IPSWICH 
. 1795,  exergue,  WOLys  . GATE 
Very  rare,  only  six  impressions  taken  in  silver  and  four  in  cop- 
per, six  were  struck  in  tin  after  the  die  failed.  This  piece  and,  al- 
so, Nos.  2 and  8 were  probably  the  work  of  John  Milton,  an  assist- 
ant engraver  at  the  Rojral  Mint. 

2.  o.  Similar  bust  without  tassel,  small  cypher  m under  bust. 

CARDINAL  WOLSEY  BORN  AT  IPSWICH  1471 
r.  Same  as  last 

Rare,  six  silver  and  200  copper  impressions. 

3.  o.  Same  as  last. 

r.  PAYABLE  AT  CONDER’S  DRAPERY  WAREHOUSE 
IPSWICH  1796,  in  seveu  lines, 
e.  I promise  to  pay  on  demand  the  bearer  one  penny  x 

Rare. 

4.  o.  North  view  of  an  ancient  building.  TOWN  IIALL  IPSh, 

exergue,  FORMERLY  ST.  MILDRED  S CI1LRCH 
r.  Cypher,  JMC;  CONDER’S  IPSWICH  PENNY  1797 
e.  Same  as  last. 

Rare. 
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5.  o.  Same  as  No.  2. 
r.  Same  as  No.  4. 

6.  o.  Some  as  the  reverse  of  No.  1. 
r.  Same  as  No.  4. 

Halfpenny  Tokens. 

7.  o.  Ancient  market  cross.  IPSWICH  CROSS,  exergue,  1794 
r.  PAYABLE  AT  CONDER’S  DRAPERY  WAREHOUSE 

IPSWICH,  in  six  lines, 
e.  Milled. 

Also  struck  in  silver.  There  are  eight  additional  edge  varieties. 
This  was  very  probably  a legitimate  tradesman’s  token  intended 
for  circulation. 

S.  o.  Bust  to  left  as  in  No.  2,  small  cypher  M under  the  bust, 
CARDINAL  WOLSEY  BORN  AT  IPSWICH  1471 
r.  PAYABLE  AT  CONDER’S  DRAPERY  WAREHOUSE 
IPSWICH  1797,  in  seven  lines. 

There  is  also  a plain  edge  variety.  Atkins  states  that  this  varie- 
ty was  struck  from  the  dies  of  No.  3. 

James  Conder  was  not  the  first  or  the  last  collector  to  produce  a 
book  on  the  eighteenth  century  tokens.  Earlier,  in  1795  and  con- 
tinuing through  to  1797,  Thomas  Prattent,  an  engraver  and  printer 
located  at  46,  Cloth  Fair,  West  Smithfield,  engraved  the  plates  for 
the  ‘Virtuoso’ s Companion  and  Coin  Collectors’  Guide’  which 
M.  Denton,  a London  dealer  in  coins,  published  for  him.  This 
work  extended  to  eight  volumes  and  comprised  240  plates.  The 
title  page  of  the  first  volume  is  as  follows : 

The  | Virtuoso’s  Companion  j and  | Coin  Collect- 
ors Guide  | | Vol:  1.  | | London  | 

Publish’d  for  the  Proprietor  by  M.  Denton,  | Hospital 
Gate  - West  Smithfield,  | 1 7 9 5 

Denton  also  published  another  work  on  the  eighteenth  century 
tokens  which  appeared  in  the  same  year  as  the  first  volume  of  his 
joint  project  with  Thomas  Prattent.  This  book  has  a similar  title  : 
The  Virtuoso’s  Guide,  in  Collecting  Provincial  Cop- 
per Coins,  being  a Copious  and  Perfect  Description,  of 
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all  that  are  now  Extant.  London,  printed  for  J.  Ham- 
mond, No.  12,  St.  Martin’s  Lane,  and  sold  by  Jones, 

17,  Butcher  Row,  and  Denton,  Hospital  Gate,  Smith- 
field,  mdccxcv.  Price  Sixpence. 

This  work  comprised  44  pages  and  listed  428  tokens. 

Both  Denton  and  Prattent  were  issuers  of  tokens.  Denton,  who 
was  a dealer  in  coins,  is  credited  with  a large  number  of  pieces, 
all  farthings,  Most,  if  not  all,  of  these  fall  into  the  two  latter 
groups  of  our  classification  ; there  being  not  more  than  four  dies 
that  were  especially  prepared  for  him.  These  were  used  in  many 
combinations  with  the  centre  portions  of  halfpenny  dies  of  other 
tokens  to  produce  a large  number  of  mules.  Prattent  is  credited 
with  some  half-dozen  halfpenny  tokens ; one  of  which  may  be  a 
genuine  token  of  group  one,  though  doubtfully  so;  the  others  are 
in  the  same  group  as  Denton’s  tokens,  made  to  sell. 

The  list  of  Denton’s  tokens  is  likely  incomplete  as  it  only  in- 
cludes such  pieces  as  are  easily  attributed  to  this  man  as  issuer. 
It  is  probable  that,  as  a dealer,  he  was  responsible  for  many  more 
than  those  in  the  following  list. 

9.  o.  DENTON  DEALER  IN  COINS  HOSPITAL  GATE 

SMITHFIELD 

r.  Two  busts  facing,  WE  THREE  BLOCKHEADS  BE  1795 

10.  o.  Same  as  No.  9. 

r.  A crown  with  date  1796  above,  within  a radiation. 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  reverse  die  of  a halfpenny  token 
of  St.  Albans  in  Hertfordshire:  A crown,  1796  over  it,  within  a 
radiation  and  a circle  of  lions,  at  bottom,  sprigs  of  leaves. 

1 1.  o.  Same  as  No.  9. 

r.  Cart  unloading  into  a ship,  lying  at  a quay. 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  a halfpenny  token 
of  North  Shields  in  Northumberland  : A cart  unloading  into  a ship, 
moored  alongside  a quay,  may  north  shields  flourish. 

12.  o.  Same  as  No.  9. 

r.  Deformed  figure  of  a man,  SIR  JEFFREY  DUNSTAN 
1795,  exergue,  jacohs,  f 
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13. 

0. 

Reverse  of  No.  9. 

r. 

Same  as  No.  12. 

14. 

0. 

Reverse  of  No.  9. 

r. 

Prince  of  Wales  crest  and  motto. 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  a halfpenny  token 
of  St.  Albans  in  Hertfordshire:  Prince  of  Wales  crest  and  inotto 
between  sprigs  of  leaves,  payable  at  sr.  albans  herts  . * . 1796  . • . 

15.  o.  Reverse  of  No.  9. 

r.  M.  MURPHY  NO.  8 WOOD  ST.  DUBLIN.  1796,  in  five 
lines. 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  a farthing  token 
of  Dublin. 

16.  o.  Denton  Engraver  Printer  . • . 7 * . • Mead  . * . 

. * . Row  . • . near  the  . • . Asylum  . • . Lambeth 
r.  Wheatsheaf  and  sickle  between  doves,  1796 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  a halfpenny  token 
of  Woodford  in  Surrey : Wheatsheaf  and  sickle  between  doves, 
1796,  within  a circle  of  leaves. 

17.  o.  Same  as  No.  16. 

r.  Remains  of  an  ancient  fortress. 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  a halfpenny  token 
of  Aberdeen : Remains  of  an  ancient  fortress,  encircled  with  a 
wreath  of  leaves. 

18.  o.  Same  as  No.  16. 
r.  Same  as  No  14. 

19.  o.  Deformed  dwarf,  SIR  JEFFERY  DUNSTAN  1795, 

exergue  Jacobs,  f. 
r.  Same  as  No.  14. 

The  obverse  is  struck  from  the  reverse  die  of  No.  12. 

20.  o.  Same  as  No.  19. 
r.  Same  as  No.  10. 

21.  o.  Same  as  No.  19. 

r.  Britannia  seated  holding  scales  and  a spear. 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  a halfpenny  token 
of  London  : Britannia  seated  holding  a pair  of  scales  and  a spear, 
meymott  - & - son  - London,  exergue  - 1795  - 
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22.  o.  Same  as  No.  19. 
r.  Same  as  No.  11. 

23.  o.  Same  as  No.  19. 

r-  Similar  to  No.  10,  but  from  a different  die. 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  reverse  die  of  a “Not  Local” 
halfpenny  token : Crown  within  a radiated  circle,  sprigs  of  leaves 
below,  - LOYAL  * BRITONS  * LODGE  - 

In  addition  to  the  farthing  tokens  listed  above  there  is  a penny 
token  and  also  a halfpenny  token  usually  attributed  to  T.  Hall, 
taxidermist  and  curio  dealer,  who  operated  a museum  at  10,  City 
Road,  near  Finsbury  Square  in  London.  The  obverse  design  of 
these  tokens  is  so  similar  to  the  reverse  of  Denton’s  farthing  No. 
12,  that  it  is  not  unlikely  that  Denton  had  something  to  do  with 
the  issuing  of  these  two  tokens. 

24.  Penny  token. 

o.  Man  deformed,  SIR  JEFFERY  DUNSTAN  MAYOR  OF 
GARRAT 

r.  T.  HALL  CITTY  ROAD  NEAR  FINSBURY  SQUARE 
LONDON  1795,  in  six  lines,  TIIE  FIRST  ARTIST  IN 
EUROPE  FOR  PRESERVING  BIRDS  BEASTS  &c 

25.  Halfpenny  token. 

o.  Same  as  last,  but  from  a different  die. 
r.  TO  BE  HAD  AT  THE  CURIOSITY  HOUSE  CITY  ROAD 
- NEAR  FINSBURY  SQUARE  LONDON  1795 
Thomas  Prat  tent  can  be  credited  with  issuing  the  tokens  in  the 
following  list.  It  is  likely  that  he  may  have  collaborated  with 
Denton  in  some  of  these  and  also  those  of  the  previous  list. 

26.  o.  Anchor  in  a shield,  between  sprigs  of  laurel,  crest,  a cap 

of  Liberty,  radiated;  LONDON  COMMERCIAL  TOKEN 
1796 

r.  Arms  of  London,  in  an  ornamental  circle,  upon  a sword 
and  mace,  crossed. 

27.  o.  Same  as  No.  26. 

r.  Man  standing,  smoking  a pipe  aud  holding  a mug  and  a keg. 
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Sn  . GEORGE  COOK  . MAYOR  OF  GARRAT  . ELECd  . 
AUGt  . 24  96 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  a penny  token  of 
Lambeth  in  Surrey. 

28.  o.  Same  as  No.  26. 

r.  Figure  of  Fame  flying,  blowing  a trumpet  and  holding  in 
her  hand  a sprig  of  laurel,  FOR  . THE  . CONVENIENCE  . 
OF  . THE  . PUBLIC  . 1794 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  an  Irish  halfpenny 
token  of  Cork.  There  are  three  edge  varieties. 

29.  o.  Same  as  No.  26. 

r.  Crowned  head  in  profile,  and  sceptre,  BRYEN 
BOIROIMBE  KING  OF  MUNSTER 
The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  obverse  die  of  an  Irish  halfpenny 
token  of  Munster, 

30.  o.  Same  as  No.  26. 

r.  Crown  in  a radiated  circle,  sprigs  of  leaves,  below, 

LOYAL  * BRITONS  * LODGE  * 

The  reverse  is  from  a much-muled  die  used  for  tokens  of  Surrey, 
Dublin,  and  various  “Not  Local”  tokens. 

31.  o.  Same  as  the  reverse  of  No.  26. 

r.  Bust  to  right,  james  under  it,  * ROBERT  ORCHARD  * 
This  mule,  using  Prattent’s  reverse  die  may  be  attributed  to 
either  Prattent  or  Orchard. 

In  1795,  a contemporary  work  to  Denton’s  ‘Viituoso’s  Guide’ 
was  written  by  Christopher  Williams  and  published  by  Denton’s 
printer,  J.  Hammond.  The  title  page  reads  : 

A Descriptive  List  of  Provincial  Copper  Coins,  includ- 
ing those  of  London,  by  Christopher  Williams,  Lon- 
don. London.  Printed  and  sold  by  J.  Hammond,  No. 

12,  St.  Martin’s  Lane,  Charing  Cross,  mdccxcv.  Price 
Sixpence. 

This  work  comprised  30  pages  and  lists  341  tokens. 

James  Wright,  of  Dundee,  should  be  mentioned  in  connection 
with  any  discussion  of  the  contemporaries  of  James  Conder.  He 
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wrote  a preface  for  Conder’s  work  and  also  one  for  Prattent’s 
‘Virtuoso’s  Companion.’  This  man  was  a prominent  numismatist 
and  a famous  collector  who  contributed  various  numismatic  items 
to  the  ‘Gentleman’s  Magazine’  and  other  periodicals  of  his  time. 
He  was  ardent  in  his  efforts  to  encourage  the  issuance  of  tokens. 
There  is  a long  list  of  eighteenth  century  tokens  ; shillings,  pennies, 
halfpennies,  and  farthings;  that  may  be  attributed  to  his  efforts. 

Shilling  Tokens. 

32.  o.  Ancient  ruin,  DUNDEE  SHILLING  PAY’LE  BY  J. 

WHIGIIT  JUNE.  1797 

r.  Armed  highlander,  FROM  THE  HEATH  COVER’D 
MOUNTAINS  OF  SCOTIA  WE  COME;  exergue,  the  arms, 
supporters  and  motto,  dei  donum,  of  Dundee  in  a sunk  oval. 
This  is  a silver  token  but,  also,  occurs  in  copper. 

33.  o.  Ancient  cross,  w-des  at  sides;  DUNDEE  SILVER  MED- 

AL PRICE  ONE  SHILLING;  exergue,  cross  taken  down 
1777 

r.  Same  as  No.  32. 

Rare,  only  a few  proofs  in  silver  and  copper  struck. 

Penny  Tokens. 

34.  o.  Large  buildings,  PUBLIC  WAREHOUSES  ON  THE 

QUAY  SHIPPING  OF  THIS  PORT  8000  TONS  REGR;  ex- 
ergue, arms,  supporters  and  motto  of  Dundee  in  a sunk 
oval,  WRIGHT  JUN-DES 

r.  Public  building ; DUNDEE  PENNY  17-97 ; exergue,  TOWN 
HOUSE  FOUNDED  1732 
e.  Payable  on  demand  by  Tho.s  Webster  Jun.r 

Also  struck  in  silver. 

Halfpenny  Tokens. 

35.  o.  View  of  a harbour,  ship  alongside  a quay  : COMMERCE 

AUGMENTS  DUNDEE;  exergue,  arms,  supporters,  and 
motto,  dei  donum,  at  the  sides,  weight  delin. 
r.  View  of  an  ancient  tower;  DUNDEE  HALFPENNY  . L95 
exergue,  OLD  TOWER  FOUNDED  1189 
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e.  Payable  at  the  warehouse  of  Alexr.  Molison  . x . 

Also  struck  in  silver. 

36.  o.  Public  building;  i.  w.  i.  design  in  small  letters  under,  the 

whole  within  a sunk  oval;  DUNDEE  HALFPENNY  1796, 
above,  INFIRMARY  FOUNDED  1794,  below, 
r.  Ship  moored  alongside  a quay  and  a distant  view  of  a rock 
at  sea;  MARE  ET  COMMERCIUM  COLIMUS;  exergue, 
arms,  supporters  and  motto,  dei  donum,  in  an  oval, 
e.  Engrailed,  with  wavy  line  and  dots. 

Also  struck  in  silver.  There  is  a milled  edge  variety  which  is  a 
poor  copy  of  the  original. 

37.  o.  Public  building;  DUNDEE  HALFPENNY  1797;  exergue, 

TOWN-HOUSE  FINISHED  1734 
r.  View  of  a glass  manufactory;  GLASSWORKS  WEST 
CONE  FOUNDED  1788;  exergue,  weight  des 
e.  Payable  by  Iohn  Pilmer  Church  Lane  x x 
Also  struck  in  silvei.  There  is  a plain  edge  variety. 

38.  o.  Ancient  fortress;  DUNDEE  HALPENNY  1797;  exergue, 

DUDHOPE  CASTLE  FOUND’D  1660,  CONVERTED  INTO 
BARRACKS  1794 

r.  Man  working  flax  ; FLAX-HECKLING  above  ; w : des  : be- 
low, within  a circle;  3336  TONS  FLAX  & HEMP  IMPORT- 
ED HERE  IN  1796,  VALUE  L.  160. 128 
e.  Plain. 

Also  struck  in  silver.  There  are  least  four  different  obverse  dies 
having  slight  variations  in  the  shrubs  in  front  of  the  fortress. 

39.  o.  View  of  a church  : DUNDEE  HALFPENNY  1797  ST. 

ANDREW’S  CHURCH  FOUND. D 1772 
r.  A ruin ; COWGATE  PORT  * TIIE  LAST  REMAINS  OF 
OUR  ANCIENT  WALLS  * ; exergue,  weight  jUNr.  des, 
a star  under, 

e.  Payable  at  the  warehouse  of  Alex.  Swap  & Co. 

40.  o.  Castle;  PAYABLE  ON  DE-MAND  BY  JOHN  STEELE; 

exergue,  weight  des 
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r.  Distant  view  of  a town  from  the  water;  HALFPENNY 
FORFAR  1797 
e.  Dots  and  crosses. 

Also  struck  in  silver.  There  are  two  slightly  different  obverse 
dies. 

41.  o.  View  of  a public  building;  EDINBURGH  HALFPENNY 

1797  . PAYE  . BY  ANDERSON  LESLIE  & Co.  wright  des. 
in  small  letters  on  the  ground;  exergue,  UNIVERSITY  OF 
EDINBURGH 

r.  Gardener  holding  a shrub  in  one  hand  and  a spade  in  the 
other;  NEU  SEGNES  JACEANT  TERRiE  ETIAM 
MONTES  CONSERERE  JUVAT 
e.  Plain. 

Very  rare,  the  obverse  die  failed  when  only  a dozen  impressions 
had  been  taken. 

42.  Similar  to  last  with  a new  obverse  die  having  in  exergue 
NEW  UNIVERSITY 

43.  o.  View  of  a public  building;  EDINBURGH  HALFPENNY 

1796;  upon  ground  in  small  letters,  wright  des.  ; exergue, 
REGISTER  OFFICE  FOUNDED  1774 
r.  Britannia  seated  and  part  of  a ship;  BRITANNIA 
Rare,  only  about  100  impressions  taken  when  the  die  failed. 

44.  o.  Man  dragging  a fishing  net  to  the  shore,  boat  lying  od  the 

beach;  RETE  TRAIIITO  FAUSTE;  exergue,  wrioht  junt. 

DES. 

r.  Bridge  and  distant  view  of  hills;  PERTH  HALFPENNY 
1797;  exergue,  TAY-BRIDGE  FINISH-EI)  1770. ; the  arras 
of  Perth  in  a sunk  circle  and  motto  PRO  REGE  LKGE  ET 
GREGE 

e.  Payable  on  demand  by  John  Ferrier,  5 crosses. 

Also  struck  in  silver. 

45.  Similar  to  last  but  without  date  above  the  hills  on  the  re- 
verse. 

Rare.  There  is  a variety  of  the  reverse  die  that  is  also  rare. 
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46.  o.  View  of  a church;  PERTH  HALFPENNY  1797. ; exergue, 

ST.  JOHNS  CHURCH;  arms  and  motto  in  sunk  circle, 
r.  Watermill  and  trees;  wright  des.  under;  46  WATER: 
MILLS  FOR  BLEACHING.  PRINTING  . COTTON  WORKS 
. CORN  &c.  WITHIN  4 MILES  OF  PERTH 
Rare  private  token,  only  about  six  dozen  struck,  some  of  which 
are  in  silver. 

Farthing  Tokens. 

47.  o.  Horse  and  cart  with  two  packages  marked  dr  and  tr;  SIC 

IT  UR  A1)  OPUS;  exergue,  Wright  Des. 
r.  Large  building;  * * DUNDEE  FARTHING  * * 1796;  ex- 
ergue, TRADES  ALL 
Rare. 

48.  Similar  to  last  but  dated  1797  and  without  stars  before  and 
after  the  legend  on  the  reverse. 

Rare,  the  dies  soon  failed. 

49.  Similar  to  No.  47,  but  TRADES  HALL  in  exergue  on  the 
reverse  and  the  date  1797. 

Also  struck  in  silver. 

Charles  Pye,  of  Birmingham,  who  was  an  engraver  living  in  the 
expectation  of  succeeding  to  a fortune,  had  indulged  a taste  for 
literature  and  numismatics.  When  his  prospects  were  destroyed 
as  the  result  of  a lawsuit,  he  had  recourse  to  his  pen  to  support 
his  family.  He  published  an  account  of  Birmingham,  a geograph- 
ical dictionary  and  several  series  of  plates  of  coins  engraved  by 
himself.  His  plates  first  appeared  in  1796  as  a book  of  36  finely 
engraved  plates  of  eighteenth  century  tokens.  This  -was  soon 
followed  by  and  enlarged  to  a book  of  55  plates,  considered  by 
many  to  be  his  first  edition.  A second  and  further  enlarged  edi- 
tion appeared  later  which,  in  addition  to  the  plates,  contained  in- 
formation on  the  issuers  of  the  tokens  and  the  quantity  struck. 
This  work  is  of  importance  as  Pye  attempted  to  list  only  such  to- 
kens as  fall  in  our  first  two  groups,  leaving  out  political  tokens, 
speculative  pieces  and  forgeries.  The  title  page  of  his  first  edi- 
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tion  is  as  follows  : 

Provincial  J Copper  Coins  and  Tokens,  | issued  be- 
tween the  Years  | 1787  and  1796,  | Engraved  by  Charles 
Pve,  | of  | Birmingham  j From  the  Originals  in  his 

own  Possession,  | | (vignette)  | Publish’d  for 

the  Engraver,  by  John  Nichols  Red  Lion  Passage, 

Fleet  Street,  | and  T.  Egertou,  Whitehall,  London,  & 

Thos.  Pearson,  Birmingham. 

The  second  edition  of  Pye’s  work  has  the  following  title  page; 

A [ Correct  and  Complete  | Representation  I of  all 
the  | provincial  | COPPER  COINS,  | tokens  of 
trade,  and  cards  of  address,  on  Copper,  J which 
•were  circulated  as  such  between  the  Years  1787  and 
1801.  | when  they  were  entirely  superseded:  | A new 
copper  coinage  being  at  that  time  in  circulation,  is- 
sued by  authority  of  government. | Second 

Edition  | Engraved  by  Charles  Pye  of  Bir- 
mingham. | | London:  Published  by  Matthew 

Young,  nearly  opposite  to  Chancery- Lane,  Holborn, 
also  by  Sherwood,  Nealy,  and  Jones,  Paternoster  Row ; 

I in  Birmingham  by  R.  Jabet,  Beilby  and  Knotts,  and 
all  | other  booksellers. 

This  second  edition  was  published  in  1819  although  there  is  some 
opinion  that  it  appeared  in  1801,  the  last  date  shown  on  the  title 
page.  One  or  both  of  Pye’s  sons,  who  were  also  engravers,  are 
thought  to  have  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  plates.  There 
is  a third  edition  which  is  described  in  a recent  dealer’s  catalogue 
as  follows : 

Provincial  Copper  Coins  or  Tokens  issued  between 
the  years  1787  and  1796,  engraved  by  C.  Pye  (Original- 
ly published  1796,  corrected  edition,  1801).  This  is 
the  Third  Edition,  1916.  Original  notes,  extended,  &c. 
and  facing  plates.  Only  23  numbered  copies  printed. 

The  edition  of  1796,  consisting  of  36  plates,  also  occurs  as  a mod- 
ern reprint  with  the  pages  reproduced  by  a photographic  process. 

That  Charles  Pye  was  a collector  of  tokens  is  indicated  by  his 
title  page  of  the  first  edition.  lie  issued  one  token,  a beautiful 
piece,  probably  engraved  by  himself,  that  belongs  in  the  group  of 
private  tokens.  Conder  does  not  include  it  in  his  work.  The  de- 
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scription  follows  : 

50.  o.  Cypher,  C.  P. ; 1797  UDder;  BIRMINGHAM  HALFPENNY 
FOR  EXCHANGE 

r.  Female  seated  beside  boring  tools,  pouring  medals  from  a 
cornucopia;  beehive  on  a stand  in  front;  THE  SUPPORT 
OF  BRITAIN 
e.  Plain. 

Rare  private  token,  only  3 dozen  struck. 

Another  contemporary  of  James  Conder  was  Samuel  Birchall 
of  Leeds,  in  Yorkshire,  whose  book  appeared  two  years  earlier. 
This  work,  based  on  his  collection,  has  the  following  title  page : 

A | Descriptive  List  | of  the  1 Provincial  | Copper 
Coins  or  Tokens  | issued  between  the  years  | 1786  and 
1796 — Arranged  Alphabetically  | | by  Sam- 

uel Birchall,  of  | Leeds  | from  the  originals  in  his  own 

possession  f | LEEDS  j Printed  for  S.  Birchall, 

and  sold  by  | Henry  Young.  Ludgate  Street,  London  | 

1796 

A review  of  this  work  which  appeared  in  the  ‘Gentleman’s  Mag- 
azine’ when  it  was  published  throws  interesting  light  on  the  whole 
series  of  eighteenth  century  tokens.  The  reviewer  says  in  part : 

Posterity  will  look  with  astonishment  at  the  number  and  variety 
of  provincial  coins  struck  by  various  descriptions  of  men  in  the 
present  century,  and  so  far  exceeding  in  design  and  workmanship 
the  little  towns-pieces  and  token*  issued  about  100  years  ago  as  a 
temporary  supply  to  the  circulation  of  copper  money.  These  like 
those  have  lived  but  a short  time ; and,  for  want  of  the  sanction  of 
public  and  legal  authority,  are  sinking  fast  into  neglect,  except  in 
the  cabinets  of  our  Virtuosi,  who  it  would  seem  * * * have  been 
finely  imposed  on.  Mr.  B.  has  given  an  alphabetical  list  of  them  by 
the  places  where  they  were  struck,  with  a space  at  the  end  of  each 
letter  for  inserting  others  that  may  have  escaped  him.  A collection 
of  these  was  handsomely  engraved  by  Mr.  Pye,  of  Birmingham, 
who  seems  to  have  left  off  just  before  the  inundation  of  spurious 
or  fictitious  ones  overspread  the  town;  for,  John  Bull  must  be  dup- 
ed: and,  if  he  cannot  get  spurious  antiques  from  Italy,  must  be 
amused  with  collecting  spurious  works  of  modem  art  at  home.  * • 

Birchall  issued  at  least  one  halfpenny  token  that  belongs  in  our 
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first  group  and  another  with  a plain  edge  that  is  a private  token  of 
our  second  group  and  is  rare.  There  are  edge  varieties  of  his  to- 
ken that  are  of  doubtful  origin. 

51.  o.  Shield  of  arms  between  branches  of  oak,  crest,  a lion  ram- 

pant and  an  oak  tree ; LEEDS  COMMERCIAL  HALFPENNY 
r.  Fleece;  PROSPERITY  TO  THE  WOOLEN 
MANUFACTORY  1795 
e.  Payable  by  Samuel  Birchall. 

There  are  two  additional  edge  varieties. 

52.  Same  as  No.  51,  but  with  a plain  edge. 

Rare  private  token,  only  a small  number  struck. 

These  books  are  all  by  contemporaries  of  James  Conder  and 
were  published  during  his  lifetime.  There  was  no  other  woik  un- 
til 1854  when  Sir  George  Chetwynd  commissioned  Thomas  Sharp, 
the  Warwickshire  antiquary,  to  catalogue  his  collection.  This 
author,  actually  a contemporary  of  James  Conder,  was  born  7 No- 
vember 1770 : the  only  son  of  Thomas  Sharp,  a hatter;  in  a house 
in  Smithfield  Street,  Coventry,  distinguished  by  an  effigy  of  “Peep- 
ing Tom.”  He  was  educated  at  the  free  grammar  school  and  on 
his  father’s  death  in  1784  carried  on  the  business.  In  1804,  he  re- 
tired from  the  retail  trade  and  devoted  his  additional  leisure  to 
antiquarian  pursuits  and  the  writing  of  books  on  local  history.  In 
1834,  he  relinquished  his  business  and  removed  to  Leamington, 
where  he  died  18  August  1841.  He  was  buried  in  St.  Michael’s 
burying-ground  in  Coventry. 

He  was  the  author  of  various  books;  among  them,  the  catalogue 
of  the  collection  of  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  century  tokens  of 
Sir  George  Chetwynd,  an  outstanding  numismatist,  whose  vast 
knowledge  of  these  tokens  supplied  Sharp  with  material  for  the 
book.  It  appeared  in  1834  with  the  following  title  page : 

A | Catalogue  | of  | Provincial  Copper  Coins,  Tokens, 
Tickets,  | and  | Medalets,  | issued  in  j Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land and  the  Colonies,  | during  the  [ Eighteenth  and  Nine- 
teenth Centuries  : | Arranged  according  to  counties,  &c.  | 
with  particulars  of  their  fabrication,  names  of  the  artists, 
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and  miscellaneous  | remarks  illustrative  of  the  rarity  of 

particular  specimens  | | Described  from  the  originals 

| in  the  collection  of  | Sir  George  Chetwynd,  Baronet  | 
of  Grendon  Hall,  in  the  county  of  Warwick.  | By  Thomas 
Sharp  | Author  of  Collections  for  an  History  of  Coventry, 
a Dissertation  on  the  Coventry  | Pageants,  and  an  epitome 
of  the  County  of  Warwick.  | London:  | Privately  printed 
by  J.  B.  Nichols  and  son,  25,  Parliament  Street.  | 1834 

This  work  is  rare  as  only  52  copies  were  printed.  An  interesting 
association  copy  has  appeared  in  a recent  dealer’s  catalogue  with 
the  following  description : 

A Catalogue  of  Provincial  Coins,  Tickets  and  Medalets, 
issued  in  Gt.  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Colonies,  during  the 
18th  and  19th  centuries,  with  particulars  of  the  fabrica- 
tions (sic)  names  of  artists,  remarks  on  rarity,  etc.,  de- 
scribed from  the  originals  in  the  collection  of  Sir  George 
Chetwynd.  London,  1834.  Interleaved,  illustrated  with 
engravings  from  the  “Virtuoso’s  Companion,”  portraits  of 
Sharp,  Boulton,  etc.,  presented  by  Sir  G.  Chetwynd  to  H. 
Rabson,  left  by  him  to  Robert  Boyne,  purchased  at  the 
Cutting  Sale,  New  York,  by  W.  J.  Davis : arms  of  William 
Boyne  on  original  covers,  preserved,  bound  by  Riviere  in 
ha.  mor. 

Sharp’s  interest  in  local  history  and  antiquities  led  him  to  assist 
in  the  project  of  making  the  extensive  series  of  tokens  that  are 
known  as  the  Coventry  Buildings  series.  These  tokens  were  en- 
graved by  Thomas  Wyon  and  manufactured  by  Kempson,  of  Birm- 
ingham. Sharp  collected  and  furnished  drawings  that  were  used 
in  making  the  obverse  designs.  He  also  issued  a set  of  halfpenny 
tokens  for  private  circulation,  all  of  which  are  rare.  All  of  these 
depict  the  house  in  which  he  lived  and  conducted  his  business ; the 
house  known  as  Peeping  Tom’s  House. 

53.  o.  Figure  seated,  leaning  upon  a sword  and  holding  a shield  : 
CIVITAS  COVENTRIiE;  exergue,  mdccxcvii 
r.  House  wherein  the  figure  of  Peeping  Tom  is  placed,  with 
the  King’s  Head  Inn  adjoining. 

e.  Coventry  halfpenny  payable  by  Thomas  Sharp,  in  raised 
letters. 

Extremely  rare,  only  six  impressions  struck. 
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54.  o.  Same  as  No.  53. 

r.  Like  No.  53,  but  in  exergue,  MEMORISE  GODIVIiE  • 1067 
e.  Same  as  No.  53. 

Very  rare  private  token,  only  about  4 dozen  stuck,  some  in  silver, 
some  in  white  metal. 

55.  o.  Same  as  the  reverse  of  No.  53. 

r*  Same  as  the  reverse  of  No.  54,  but  no  legend  in  exergue, 
e.  Same  as  before,  only  part  being  struck  up. 

Exceedingly  rare,  only  two  impressions  known. 

It  remains  only  to  mention  the  extensive  work  of  James  Atkins, 
considered  by  many  to  be  the  best  authority  on  eighteenth  century 
tokens,  and  the  monumental  work  of  Dalton  and  Hamer  with  its 
fine  autotype  illustrations  of  the  tokens.  Atkins  published  his 
book  in  1892.  The  work  of  Dalton  and  Hamer  came  out  in  14 
parts  with  their  appearance  extending  over  a number  of  years  be- 
ginning in  1910. 

— Sidney  K.  Eastwood 

Nearly  ten  years  have  elapsed  since  the  first  of  this  series  of 
numismatic  pamphlets  was  printed  and  circulated.  At  that  time 
there  was  no  intention  of  issuing  more  of  them,  but,  the  kind  let- 
ters from  collectors,  here  and  abroad,  caused  more  of  them  to  be 
published.  The  future  is  uncertain,  retirement  age  approaches, 
there  may  be  more  issues,  this  may  be  the  last.  The  publisher  is 
grateful  for  the  friends  who  have  expressed  appreciation  of  this 
project,  those  folks  who  also  do  things  for  the  fun  of  doing  them. 

A few  copies  of  issues  No.  3,  No.  5,  and  No.  6 are  available  for 
distribution,  upon  request,  to  interested  collectors.  The  supply  of 
the  other  issues  has  been  exhausted.  Inquiries  will  be  acknowl- 
edged and  available  numbers  will  be  sent  to  collectors  as  long  as 
the  supply  lasts. 

NUMISMA,  an  occasional  numismatic  pamphlet,  is  privately 
printed  and  circulated  by  Sidney  K.  Eastwood,  5110  Friendship 
Avenue,  Pittsburgh  24,  Pennsylvania. 


